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Christ Episcopal Church 
Roxbury, Connecticut  

 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
October 4, 2026    9:30AM 

An Ecumenical Service to Honor First Responders 
 

The Rev. Jack Gilpin, Christ Church Roxbury 
The Rev. David Peters, Roxbury Congregational Church 

 
Ringing of the Bells  

At ten minutes before the hour, the altar candles are lit, inviting all into a time of preparation  
for our worship.  Please silence electronic devices. 

 

 
Prelude  Variations on a Theme of  Haydn, Opus 56a The Chorale St. Antoni of  Johannes Brahms 
 
  
Welcome                The Rev. Jack Gilpin 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Processional Hymn  When Sudden Terror       Insert Page 15 
 
 
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  
Linnea Szantyr, vox descant        

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are 
not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus (20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20)   Read by Dona Murphy 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to 
the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon 
you so that you do not sin.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.        

Psalm 80:7-14  In Unison        Led by Dona Murphy 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  (3:4b-14)     Read by David Lincicome 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, 
a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn   Christ is Made the Sure Foundation      Hymn 518 
Linnea Szantyr vox descant (V. 4) 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (21:33-46) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again 
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, 
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and 
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as 
a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon          The Rev. Jack Gilpin 

 

The Nicene Creed   In Unison, please stand if able 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
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    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                                                 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Liturgy for Honoring our First Responders 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, Chapter 12, vv. 6-12: 
 
“We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophesy, in proportion to faith; ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, 
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to 
what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 
 
Officiant: Friends in Christ, we are all baptized by the Spirit into one Body, and given gifts for a variety 
of ministries for the common good. 
[Officiant asks that the First responders present stand, and each say his or her name, and the ministry to which they have 
been called.] 
 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 
Officiant: Let us pray.  Gracious God, we give thanks for the service to which you have called these 
women and men.  We ask that you look with favor on them, O God; that you keep them safe; and that 
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you grant that they be so filled with your Holy Spirit that they may minister in their chosen tasks with 
joy and steadfast devotion; through God our Creator, God our Redeemer, God our Sanctifier.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People (Based on Form VI Season of Creation Care)  Led by Patrick Roy 
Please stand or kneel as able. 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence  

For all people and creatures in their daily life and work;  
For our families, friends, neighbors, all living things and for those who are alone. 

For this our waters, lands and air; this community, the nation, and the world;   

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  

For the just and proper dwelling in your Creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, oppression, extinction and climate change. 

For all creatures who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
For all living beings who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  

For the peace and unity of the Creation of God;  
For all people and all of nature who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  

For Sean our presiding bishop, Jeffrey and Laura our bishops, the ministers of Christ Church Roxbury, 
and all spiritual leaders who proclaim the Gospel in word and deed.  
For all who serve God in his Creation.  
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Silence  
 
We remember especially those for whom prayers have been requested: 
From Christ Church –  
Addison Jade, Ainsley, Ana, Angelica, Annie, Betty, Bobby, Charlie, Chris, David, Deb, Deke, Denise, 
Diane, Drew, Ed, Genesis, Gwynn, James and Robert, Jamie, Jane, Jean, Jeffrey, Jerry, Joan, John, John 
and Pam, Judy and Mike, Judith, Kathy, Lance, Lily, Linda, Lisbet, Linnea, Trevor and the family of 
Steve Morris, Meg, Mia, Millie, Pat, Peter, Ryan, Sara, Sheila, Sydney, and Timothy. and those we name 
before you aloud and in our hearts. 
 
From Roxbury Congregational Church – 
Stan P., Todd W., Pat F. Beverly S., Cindy F. Bill C., Nick, Tricia, Alexa T., Val T., Jan S. Cheryl S. and 
the family of Sue Torpey. 
We celebrate this week's highlighted Mission Partner, Church World Service 
 
Silence  
Hear us Lord;  
For we put our trust in you 

 

We pray for an end to war and all acts of violence of one group of people against another.  

We pray for peace in the Holy Land.  

We pray for an end to the violence and polarization that plague our communities.  

Hear us, Lord;  
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For your mercy is great.  
Silence  
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life and the gifts of your Creation.  

Please add your own thanksgivings.  

We will exalt you, O God our Creator;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever.  

 
We pray for all living beings who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We 
pray for the immortal souls of the soldiers and innocent civilians who have lost their lives in the war in 
the Middle East. We pray for all emergency responders who have given their lives in service to their 
communities. 
Silence  

Please add your own petitions.  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon all;  

Whom you have created and sustained. 

 
A Prayer While Awaiting a New Shepherd      In Unison 
Loving and Faithful God, You have guided our parish through seasons of joy and challenge. 
As we wait for the shepherd You have chosen for us, fill our hearts with patience, unity, and 
hope.  
 
Bless those entrusted with the call to discern and decide. Prepare the heart of our future priest 
with wisdom, compassion, and courage, that they may lead us closer to You and serve with 
humility and love. Keep us steadfast in prayer, generous in service, and open to the new 
chapter You are writing for our community. May Your Spirit be our guide until we welcome 
our new pastor with joy.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

The Officiant says 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of 
your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
Please stand as able. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements  (Also see page 14 of the service leaflet.) 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Hymn   I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord    Hymn: 304 vv. as required 
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During the offertory hymn, the ushers will collect your gifts and bring them before God’s Holy Table. The Celebrant receives the 
gifts and all sing: 

 

The Great Thanksgiving       Eucharistic Prayer C 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Because in the mystery of Christ’s incarnation you have gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
calling your people to be ministers of reconciliation and to proclaim the Good News to all creation. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 
we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn:  Celebrant and people sing together 

 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
Then the Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Rachel, Leah and Jacob; God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. Amen 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Then may be sung 
 
The Fraction Anthem    
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Please come forward to receive communion either standing or kneeling along the altar rail.                                  
You may receive either just the bread or you may dip the bread into the wine. 

Gluten free wafers are also available. 
If you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
Healing prayer is offered in the back of the church during Communion. 

 
Communion Meditation  The Meditation No. 1 in G Major of Gregory J. Cava* 
 
Post Communion Anthem  O God Beyond All Praising  composed by Gustav Holst 
Linnea Szantyr, solo vox 
 
The Celebrant says 
Let us pray together. 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 
Recessional Hymn:  Crown Him with Many Crowns                                                    Insert Page 16  
 
The people are sent with these words 
 
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People     Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude   ** The Fanfare and March In Majesty and Splendor of Gregory J. Cava 
 

Ringing of the Bells 
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Thank you to our ministers today. 
The Rev. Jack Gilpin 

The Rev. David Peters 
Music Minister: Mr. Gregory J. Cava 

Eucharistic Minister: Patrick Roy 
Welcoming: Peter Hurlbut 
Lector: Dona Murphy and  

Altar Guild chair: Deb Howes 
Sonneur: Larry Apolzon  Allemeur: Ed Friedman 

 
 

Cover Art: : Parable of the Vineyard, Johann Christian Brand, 1722-1745 
 

*Copyright © 2012. Gregory J. Cava. All Rights Reserved. 
** Copyright © 1975 Gregory J. Cava. All Rights Reserved. 

Permission to podcast the music in this service obtained from One License, License #A-733800, and Gregory J. Cava 
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Announcements – Christ Church 

 

 

Coffee and Friendship follow the service in the Parish Hall. All are welcome! 

 

There will be Healing Prayer today during Communion in the back of the church,  

or speak with our healing minister, Judy Martinez. 

 
Portions of today’s service are adapted from Season of Creation, An Ecumenical Celebration, developed by the 

World Council of Churches. During the Season of Creation, from September 1st through October 4th. We 
join with Christians around the world to celebrate in prayer and action our Gospel calling  

to protect the Earth that God entrusted to our care. 

 

Thank you to all who helped with The Blessing of the Animals yesterday! 

 

Annie and Safari Bob Return with the Wonderful World of Song and Music 

 October 10th at 2:00 PM for a lively show of song, puppetry and audience participation!   

Volunteers are needed. 

 

 

Announcements- Roxbury Congregational Church 

 

 

-Today is World Communion Sunday,  a special day when Christians around the world gather at the 

Lord’s Table, celebrating our unity in Christ despite the many differences that separate us. We remember 

that the church is a worldwide family, connected by faith, love, and our shared hope in Jesus Christ. As 

we receive the bread and cup, we are reminded of God’s call to live as one people, working together for 

peace, justice, and reconciliation. 

 

-Reminder of the Semi-Annual meeting of the congregation next Sunday following worship and 

refreshments in the Meetinghouse. All are invited to attend to hear reports and discuss the life of the 

church over the past 6 months and looking ahead to the next 6 months. 

 

-Blessing of the Animals will also be next Sunday at 1:00 p.m. on the Church’s front lawn. Open to 

the entire community. 

 

-The Denomination’s Neighbors In Need Special Offering will be received next Sunday. Please use the 

special envelopes next Sunday or write NIN on the check memo. 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 
vv. 1, 2, 7 and 9 

Linnea Szantyr, vox descant (Vs. 9) 
 

VERSE ONE 
Crown Him with Many Crowns, 

The Lamb upon the throne; 
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns 

All music but its own; 
Awake my soul and sing 

Of Him who dies for thee, 
And Hail Him as thy matchless King 

Through all eternity. 
 
 

VERSE TWO 
Crown Him the virgin’s son, 

The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

Which now His brow adorn; 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
As of that rose the stem; 

The root whence mercy ever flows 
The Babe of Bethlehem. 

 
 

VERSE SEVEN 
Crown Him the Lord of heaven, 

Enthroned in worlds above; 
Crown him the King, to whom all is given, 

The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown him with Many crowns, 

As thrones before him fall, 
Crown him , ye kings, with many crowns 

For he is King of all. 
 
 

VERSE NINE 
Crown Him the Lord of years, 

The potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 

Ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer hail! 

For thou hath died for me; 
Thy praise and glory shall not fail 

Throughout eternity. 
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Christ Episcopal Church 
4 Wellers Bridge Rd, PO Box 4, Roxbury CT 06783-0004. 

Office phone 860-355-3695 Email: christchurchroxbury@gmail.com 
Website: https://christchurchroxbury.net 

Warden: Dona Murphy, 860-354-6760 
Warden: Steve Morris, 203-910-3138 

 

 
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

The Right Reverend, Jeffrey Mello, Bishop Diocesan 
The Right Reverend Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan 

 
 

 

 

The Roxbury Congregational Church        A Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

“We Are a Community Seeking to Share God’s Love!” 

The Rev. David Peters 

Church Office, 24 Church Street Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703 

Church Office: 860-355-1978     e-mail: office@roxburychuch.org www.roxburychurch.org 
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