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Christ Episcopal Church 
Roxbury, Connecticut  

 

A Service of Morning Prayer 
The Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 

November 9, 2025, 9:00AM 
 

Ringing of the Bells  
 

At ten minutes before the hour, the altar candles are lit,  
inviting all into a time of preparation for our worship.   

Please silence electronic devices. 
 

 
Prelude  The Nocturne in E-flat Major [Opus 9, No. 2] of Frédéric Chopin 

 
Welcome:        Dona Murphy, Worship Leader 
 
Opening Hymn     Sing Praise to Our Creator     Hymn 295 
 
Officiant:  God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth.  
 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Officiant and People together, 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit* as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
People:     Come let us adore him. 

Jubilate      Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
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For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Psalm 17:1-9  In Unison 

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; 
give heed to my cry; * 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 

3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
I have heeded the words of your lips. 

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise up against them. 

8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; * 
hide me under the shadow of your wings, 

9 From the wicked who assault me, * 
          from my deadly enemies who surround me. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from Job (19:23-27a)             Read by Patrick Roy 

Job said, 
"O that my words were written down! 

O that they were inscribed in a book! 

O that with an iron pen and with lead 
they were engraved on a rock forever! 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then in my flesh I shall see God, 

whom I shall see on my side, 
and my eyes shall behold, and not another." 
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The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 13 A Song of Praise    In Unison         Led by Patrick Roy 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians (42:1-5, 13-17))  Read 
by Patrick Roy 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, 
we beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the 
Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come 
unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 
destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 
Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through 
our proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions 
that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word. 

 



5 

 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please Stand 
Hymn  Let Saints on Earth in Concert Sing    Hymn 526  vv. 1, 2 and 5 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke 20:27-38            Read by Dona Murphy 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked 
him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a 
wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then 
the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 
Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the 
woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 
but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection 
from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die 
anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the 
resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the 
story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; 
for to him all of them are alive." 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                    Jim Stanton, Preacher 

    
The Apostles’ Creed   In Unison, please stand if able             Led by Dona Murphy 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Officiant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Please greet each other warmly.          Announcements 
 
The Offertory 
 
Officiant:    

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 
Lord. 
  
Please Stand 
The ushers will collect your gifts and bring them before God’s Holy Table.  
 
Offertory Hymn Love’s Redeeming Work is Done Hymn 188   (vv., as required) 
 

 
 
 
 
The Prayers         
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray.   
The congregation may stand or kneel. 
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages  
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.                                                           
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collects 

The Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 
this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Grace  In Unison 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your 
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of 
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Mission   In Unison 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People (Based on Form IV)                            Led by Dona Murphy 
(Please stand or kneel as able.) 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

We pray for your Church. 

We pray for Sean our presiding bishop, Jeffrey and Laura our bishops, the ministers of 

Christ Church Roxbury, and all who proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. 

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 

that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.   We offer our prayers for 

the victims of recent floods and tornadoes and for all of those affected by natural 

disasters. 

 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. 

We pray for the poor and oppressed, the aged and infirm, the sick and the suffering, 

prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them. 

We pray for an end to war and all acts of violence of one group of people against 
another. We pray for an end to the violence and polarization that plague our 
communities. 

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 

We remember especially those for whom prayers have been requested:  

Alba, Bobby, Charlie, David, Deb, Deke, Denise, Diane, Drew, Ed, Freddy, James and 

Robert, Jamie, Jane, Jean, Jeanne, Jeffrey, Jerry, Joan, John, John and Pam, Judy and 

Mike, Judith, Margo, Lance, Lily, Linda, Lisbet, Meg, Mia, Mike, Peter, Ryan, Sheila, 

Steve, Sydney, Timothy, and those we name before you aloud and in our hearts.  

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.   

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

The Officiant says 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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A Prayer for People Critically Ill or Facing Great Uncertainty   In Unison 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic 
heart; bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty.  
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.  Bring them 
courage to endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom    In Unison                                                                                     
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Closing Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise    Hymn 401  vv. 1-3 
  
Dismissal   
Officiant:     Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.   

Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine: Glory to him upon generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ 
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Postlude  The Chorale Von Himmel Hoch da Komm ich Her (From Heaven Above I Come 

Here) [BWV 248] of Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 
 

Front page art: The Pharisees And Sadducees Come to Tempt Jesus, James Tissot, 1836-1902 
Permission to podcast the music in this service obtained from One License, License #A-733800, and  

Gregory J. Cava 
 
 

 
Thank you to our ministers today. 

Worship Leader: Dona Murphy 
Music Minister: Mr. Gregory J. Cava 

Welcoming: Ken Murphy 
Lector: Patrick Roy 

Preacher: Jim Stanton 
Altar Guild chair: Deb Howes 

Sonneur: Larry Apolzon     Allumeur: Mike Snowden 
 
 
 



11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Christ Episcopal Church 

4 Wellers Bridge Rd, PO Box 4, Roxbury CT 06783-00040. 
Office phone 860-355-3695 Email: christchurchroxbury@gmail.com 

Warden: Dona Murphy, 860-354-6760 
Warden: Steve Morris, 203-910-3138 

 
 

 
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

The Right Reverend, Jeffrey Mello, Bishop Diocesan 
The Right Reverend Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan 

 
All are invited to Coffee Hour in the parish hall following the service 

 

Healing prayer will be offered on Sundays in the back of the church, or speak with our healing minister, 

Judy Martinez. 

 

Next Sunday, November 9th, there will be a service of Holy Eucharist at 9:00AM 
Celebrated by the Rev. Robert Woodroofe 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

 
Friday, December 19th Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 21st Holiday Coffee Hour at the Rectory 
 

Help fight food insecurity! Donate nonperishable foods and personal care products to the 

Roxbury Food Pantry. Place them in the big basket in the back of the church. 
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